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The Mencian standard of common humanity is, in one word, that there is a common heart in man, or in our phraseology, all races have essentially the same hopes, aspirations, joys, and sorrows, and that it is these common feelings that unite us, and establish our essential quality. Then he goes on to prove how men as a species are psychologically the same, which makes a common standard in tastes, sounds, and the sense of ri^ht and wrong possible. Proceeding from the analogy "of wheat, Mencius says:
Therefore all who belong to the same species are essentially alike. Why should you doubt that this holds true also of human beings? The Sages belong to the same species as ourselves. As Lungtse says: **A man who proceeds to make a pair of shoes without knowing the foot measurements will at least not end up by making a wicker basket," Shoes are alike because the people's feet are alike. There is a common taste for flavour in our mouths. Yiya [a famous cook] is but one who has discovered our common taste for food. If, for instance, one man's taste for flavours should differ from that of another man, as the tastes of dogs and horses who belong to a different species differ from the human taste, then why should the whole world follow the judgment of Yiya in regard to flavour? Since in the matter of food the whole world regards Yiya as the ultimate standard, we must admit that our tastes for flavours are alike. The same thing is true of our ears. The whole world regards Master K'uang [famous musician] as the ultimate standard, and we must admit that our ears are alike. . . . Therefore I say there is a common love for flavours in our mouths, a common sense for sounds in our ears, and a common sense for beauty in our eyes. Why then do we